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The following is'a trus copy of the minutes of the preliminary meeting of
the War Crimes Triumal which was held in London on I3 November 1966,
should be noted that, these are the very Iirst recorded minutes and were
' lsheled by the recorday as "rough notes of minutef”. In order to maintain
’ the flavor of the views preseed by the paxrtigipants, no effort has been made
to edit the notes wnich| ~  |belleves were taken and transoribed
by one Marjorie Holt.

The g&imm!‘ It was agroed that the mpfibers present wmderstood either
\\ French and English = and translaticn eifther way wuat be sgreed upon.

Ths French 2 ¥anted to kmow if Ut sould be poszible to come to finel

Delsgate decinion as to the Manstitution of the Tribwnal. Some of

the members present may not want 4o\join, but to rensin as observers «

others may be deoiding whether fon Joih or not. Hs would like to have some
/’ parmanent deoisicn on this.

280 The people More today have wlready given their decizion to
| Reutashe be Juges,/and 4t would b a\good thing to out » 1ist
of the omplm Trib membership,
|
6' There/are soveral members of this\Tribunal who ot here.
I apould like %o tion thelx namhg: Jean Pay artnwln
boher-inthc ofning. SimongAls Beauvelr is wmabBle to & st.htho
initixl meetings but hopes 8 atiend future ones. Frofessor Jakata is
5 expsctad shordly. Amadgscimandez is en route. Davigfellinger is in- 5
4 NerTh Ve mink 4
3 a
2 2
L] . 1 1
. aow 1
ibaded brain sutveath
| | e |
TATE Bin TARWY WAV [am THsa Tao Teer | UGIA t
N AFBY. ¢
{Mote: Il duntnbution indicated by “#° § ] N
‘ [ ; ° [ - . J: . [ f\ . [) » 1]
i
4376 -
ALz 7 e L J02 6L WL W

i! mm-r

s ﬂﬂ-o Zﬁéﬁh NEROXED DR)GINAL-NEFAH
Entire Dbcumfn* Front +Bacld page remaing

| .
assified per A el D 6 03. "R 29 ot

. APPROVED FOR RELEASE [
Schoenman-2620 DATE: 13-Jan-2010 '\




i
ty “\" S~

s 2 pote o P
E YT L < BN a 70 FE8 6 1987 / g ' //

' , LmsrREMOVEDl \ n/u i S
k31755 " -*vr\-

Em D o1y i
m'y‘_zw - _ ‘
{ ,‘9‘Feaﬂ4b3sr

Hanoi and hopes to ba back in time for these meetings. stohexe%uach.n
4dn wmable to attend this meeting dus to hiam arrest, but he has ment along
Y is deputy. Jopue ::&tn:o is in hospital having an operztiem. Oardonawt -
\ haa uritten off his spologies for his inability to attend. He
emadns s member and locks forward to sttending future sessions. He has
wrdttan a latter to Loid Russell seiting out his views. I think that
aoocunty for all those listed in the document. We shall see that the

doounents xre aleo translated into French. - :J‘r
Chalrman We have listed ths present members of the Trilamal = are
thexe any her people? .
pokoe v
Ralph fere 1w one nams - that of Petexnsfeliss  ~— who had (
Schosnman originally accepted memberahip of the Tribimal - and? :
regrots that hs is \nabls to come along, but requests that he be génaiderved ]
for one of the commikgions, or ons of the committsas. He would Yike to {

partioipate in an "on %he spot" snquiry in Yietnam for the Tribmal. If
hs ghould assume that role for the Tribumal hs would not bhe s/Torvmal
menber of 1t, tut wonld agt ina different capaoity.

Chatrpun We pust he suxe that thers is no misunderstanding on thie

quastion.

Ralph . Those who ave listed are only those who have acoapted the

Schoenman invitation frem Loxd Russall. Anyogrds who wishes to change

hia wind has every right to do so, dgd we can m)¥ acknowledge it If they

4ell us. May we ask,for the record,who 1la congfdered a member of the Tribumal?

Prof, First of all, may I ask thin 1n a meeting of Judgos or not? N -
Sakata In Japan I am a menher of g Intemational orgsnimation for

world peace, and whilst I am a member of -organisation T am not its

delegato $0 this Tribunal. He could not consider himeslf as thelr repreamtative
becauss 1t would firet have to ratify fiks selehtlon to act on their behalf.

Chairman I shall ask every mefber here whether ha considers himwelf,or : !
not, a8 & member of the Tribunal,” If there sye anp difficulties they omn '
be digoussed. If anybody ls douk sbout himself he could dolay the
decision a 1ittle = say, wnti) the end of the first segsiom after more i’
information is avatlable. But, of course, at the end of the first session '
something will have to bs déolded and, morecver, the peopie who will lrrln A
tomorrow or the day aftexy/will have to take the same deolslion.

Deutsocher T wouls nussant that we begin the next meeting) tomorrow
moming, by asking gich individusl mewber whather they are ing to

Chatrman s are not gompelled to adopt these rules and nobody is comsitied .
to then, Evepfone here received the correspondence that Lotd Russell\of
the Fandatign sent out. We are free to take ocur decision now « it ig'\p
& aomplete Aurprise, and I propose tha® sverybody hers makes his deolsson
tomorrow doming, or maybe in a few hourx, Then wWe can discuss the
proposs) and take a declsion about that.

- Dad .g-5 I am agalizt the proposal, because I have been in
soprespondence with Lord Russell for about 34 wonths. I have beenl exposed
¥
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to all kinds of pressure from the Bast and the West, great pressure has
besn put on me not to ba here, I am a member of a trsde tmlon, but I am he
an an individual, and everyche must Judge according to himself and his own
position, and if snyone is here for any othar then a parsonal reason

his own concern. I would reject the proposal of Nr. Gunthapr Andera
begause our time im very brdef and the majority of us have already od
the'doounents. My proposal is that we oontinue cur working with an/amendment
that the dovuments should ba tranglated into French, and we osn ocptinue
to work on them then.

Dedl jer I ahould 1ike to add that in Yugoslavia there hias been a -
heatod disougaion about the Tribunal itself. Tha students of Ghana Univerasity
are against the opinicnes of the President of the Slovene Agddery who has come
out on the fraxt pege of the prasa wilth a very strong repert of the Tribunal,

and their slogat\was "Iet us Stop the Killing“, and they have formed .
oomaittaes for thé support of the Tribunal and have besh Joined by the
students of all Yuguslav Univerzities. And I am here/as a repywsentative of

all these paople, b, the students and thome among afy trade unims who also
are of this opinion.

Erxgh N ) a.
hmet He would Tike to emphasize that Ahe names of the nembers of
Aybar this Tribunad should not be a fatter for dizcussion, beosuss
the whole thing has been acodpted o a basip of opposition to the

"Crimes sgainst Humanity". He\would like fo Xnow how many meetings will

be required and what will be theé length of these mestings. He is president
of a workers' organisaticn in Turker spd he would be unable to be absent

too long from hia country. IL the (ribunel 1s 4o sontinue for & long

periocd then he proposes that each malber shoitld be represented Af he has

to go back to his country. He fely tiigt members ghould always be pressnt,
and care should be taken to avold/the Impresaicn that the work of the Tribunal
vias being mads impossible dus to lack of wittendance. He had come zpecinlly
to lend his presence to this péeting from the first, and he hopes he my be
able to be present for a long period. There 1o doubt that he considerved
himsslf to be a membar of tfe Tribubal. Ha ‘hoped thal members would not
£all cut of the mestings pecause some deoizion hpd heea taken with which thay
did not agres, :

_139;916 *  He saw/from his doouments that new nahes had been added, and

he proposed that afker today no new names should be sdded. ,
Deautscher My I propess that no further new names be\added wntil they

have the agreemdnt of the tribunal. It was cbvious that miny important
oointries werg' not repregented, amxi he was in complete agreement with the
people Who tfiought that its ocmpoaition should be capable of bBeing enlarged,
and 1t was tnerefore assential that members fixed its compositida now.

We can lgdve open the question of two or thres membars who are dowbtful, bubt
wo oannpgt take iy declsions if we are not a constant body. We shdyld
conatifute ourselves as a Tribunal forthwith with members who are willing

to epgage themasives as wembers right now. .

Yatywman - Proposed to accept the suggestion that there should be strdot’
imitation to the number of names that can be added, This question should
ke left open for only a few days,

mneht ngoned that any member who iz absent be replaced by an
Dalegats observer only.
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Deddjjer I propose that we verify the acmposition of the Trilumal.

How, 1s this to be done? This Tribunal has not been invited by any
Oovermment or any official body. Lord Russell sent out parscnal invitations,
and 1t 13 olear that people are invited as individuals = 1t is not x question
of being sS\representative. He also felt that 1f new members wers eleoted
they should“be chossn by the Tribumal themselves.

Deutscher e must deoide whioh of the membera present here would be
willing %o servé\en the Tribwal without prejudice to 1ts final composition:
which members sondlderved themgelves as members of the Tribwnal and. for the
time being would be\prepared to act as membera wlthout prejudice io the
f£inal compseition.

Ralph Thers cathbe no Tribunal wntil peopls accepted membership
Bchoenman in it. Nok that such membership has been aovepted we /asmme
the fact from your pressneeshare - the responaibllity to extend the

membership 18 yours to do as'you think fit. It was cur asmunpbiof that

thosse indlviduals who replied wonsidered themselves as members of the Tribumal
when thsy assspted. By the verp definition of your precence here we would
assumes that you are members, with the exoeption of those people who have

aome as deputies for their colleagies who cannob ‘be present/at this meeting.

od I have coms here as an ¥ndividual and not/on behalf of the
lawyers of Pakistan, or the Govermment, /or the psople = itiis

_y%:; a psrsonal attendance. M\ future presénos or absence will dspend
on (1) Whether my Government will let me odpe cut of the coumiry « I have

paid the money myself for the ticket on this\ooespion, but I may be prevented
- from taking thim money cut of the country next time. {2) X sm fimctioning

a8 & lawysr and canot be absent from my counbfy for prolonged pariods

not 'for politieal but for professional reasms.

k]
>
N

Chaimman  The mesber could atipulsto/the title by which he wishes to
be kmown - elther as an individusl or a representativé,of an organisatica or

gavaroment, ett, The problem of the dupdtion of the aeasions wust be connidored
" by varigus members. We muat say sometking now about thisy and morecvar it i»

sonething of a problem for pacpls frof countydes like Japah and the United

States. Ye must give a definite answer. .

Anlph - May I say a few'brief words on this point. Yoy raised the
Sohoenman quastion of the sessions, and 1t is up to you th decide on this,
But I should say that the copdsption was that the four days of mestlngs here would
snable you to plan a tim ble of the procedurs and betwesn Decexbap and

March that work would be sompleted. Comuissions would be appointed, ‘W
committees eleoted to he/responsible to the Comniasions. Reports would be

made from representatiyes on the spot in Vietnwm, witnesses would give denay,
and thare would bs apfroximately 12 weake for the duration of the Tritunsb
During that time if/you consider the amount of evidence and research that th
commisaiong will hive as thely responsibility, So it ia up to you to work

out in practical/terms, with a propar balmnce between the work whioh will be

neasssary and your own comitments sc that you san be present as such as
possible and sork out a programme to take depositions on evidenos, eto. I am
serry I can)s be mors halpful, but the question of the smownt of time is sn
important Ahing for this.
' r
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Chasyman I proposs that membars who ar e unahle to be present should

be able to be represented by people designated by themsalves. We must srrangs
it s0 that there 1 no amblguity.

Mehmet Ald Proposed that minutes of any meetings should be sent to absent
Ayber membars of the Tribunal. ‘
e, CoxT Ha regretted that thore had besn some misunderstanding. /Hs

oW Tealized that the invitation to Stokeley Carmichemel was a porsonal/one,
but wg ha had baen unable to come ha had aszked Mr. Cox to come In hig’ place.

Ha wolld refar the metitar back to Stokalay so that hw oould make & deoinion
about »'delagats.

airman ¥We have now to disouss the basic struoture of she Tribunal.
Busoa How many seats did they propose for mew membérs, snd this

should be deoiddd unenimoualy. Were daclisiona to be takeryon a unanimous vote,
or a majority vota?

Malinood Al A majority decision should be the ruls for tha eadoceptande
Kasuri of . ps, apbera.

This was'y diffioult deoision, ag’new members would perhaps
not bs known by everybody, \ What would heppen akout sstority veting when
the parson wasa't lnown persenally to every mofibar of the Tribunal. I must

meaks 1t olesr that this does ot apply to raxbers who are alvesdy on lord
Russell's list.

Chairaen Mr. Basso's proposul 1s Ahat if there are no objactiona then
the alection is aongidered as mgus 1f there are & suffioient number of
votes.

Kegurdi Provided the majopity of ‘pembers sre supporting.

Chairwen " X am calling op’all membors f the Tribunsl - should we vote
for this unanimously. I ocongfder this to ba dur firat unanimous vote.
Kasuyl I propose Zhat on all other iasudg they talts a decision on
the majority of the tota) number.

Chairman Doss pfiyons wish to make any proposal

Dadijer Proposed thet new membsra should be notiffed to the Tribunal

in sdvance so that they aculd ascertain details shout themd Eack of us should
noninate a peraspfi who will come in our plece in case we oannqt attand. Members

of the Tribunal couild vote by proxy. ‘They could also send membars to act As
obasrvers.

Cheairmen Wo are now disoussing the problem that tha Tyilunal takes its
decision/by mejority vote. The mambar for Pakistan has proposad that it
should Bs by a majority of tha {total membership and not only & majoridy of
those/imembers who are present at the pertioular session.  We shall not oms
togethar untll next spring. There are thess two problems here: = Obvioud

deoision will have to bes taksn in the names of tha Tribunal in tha
fiterval between our

CONF nq ‘

Schoenman-2624

- 0 G U

—————

—_————




.

REMOVED

o

' b1l
b3

~

sessions. During these months when our investigating tears will be working in
Yietnawm., Then thers la the questicon of two kinds of decislons = thome taken
in the ap of the Tribunal, and those taxen when the Tribunal ia not sitting.
Decisions\taken by the sitting Tribunal will ba "“Declslons of

when not alting they will be “"Administrative (organisational) deolaions”.
Different prucedures will be required for each of these types of decisiona.

Ralprh A point was mede about the long gap hetwsen these maetings
Schoenman fter the preparstory work has been completed. There is no

reason why meetingk should not be held at any time - and thesa should be
arranged befors the Tribunal goes into public sesalon. Nothing was
conceived rigidly.

Chailrman We must\give people freedom of actlon in the making of deoislons
ete. We must not tle therhto teo rigid forrmalas as to how they must Xote and

B0 oy,  Wa may come to some’decision to take evidenca from m source Athlch

has becoma avallable, and perhaps taking evidence from that souros/impliea

a pollitlcal position. Suppose Warshal Ky wants to glve evidency’ - wa must
prepare ourselves for some such lponlaal decision we may hava 4,6 make « who
decldes sbout such things at a timg when the Tribunal is not ih ssesion. I

have tried to think about such questicna, and I think we pt be preparsd to
take bold deoisions by a majority vote - possibly condustsd Ly correapmdence
wheni the Tribual is not operating,

Surely wder such olvoumbtancaa we shéuld be prapared to ”
convene the Tribunal urgently.

Fronch Falt that voting on such an Ixsud by post would ba a very

Delenate dangerous thing.

Ralph I should like to speak abouy thismd We have given all these
Schoenman matters very great thoughl/Tor the hast 10 monthe. Obvicusly ¢

wa hava worrled about many of these pointy’ you are disQuasing now. I should '
Just 1like to inform you that we had assyfied that thare Would be no interim .

problems such as voting by the Tribuna) -~ as we had felt “chat the four days

of this meoting all the procedure wopid be agrsed by you ahd the various groups
would have besn formed to investigate snd report on the worih\in hard.

W,m an

1y The Chairman of this meeting was reported to be Gun
novelist and author of thy'bhook, No More Hiroshima.

The French delegate is presurably I.aurs?/ﬁmarﬁz ; an eminent French mA¢h=
epatician who was fopserly actlve la Fe€uch Trotekyist pollitica. ”
» 3. E@m_@ﬁ: fipdph Schoenman ig a Director of the Bertrand Ruseell Peace ‘
N cundation which/ie aponsoring the Tribunal. !
” *
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